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146 THE AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE REVIEW 

The Budget. By Rene Stotjrm. A translation from the sev- 
enth edition of Le Budget (Cours des Finances), Paris, 1913. 
Thaddeus Plazinski, Translator. Walter Flavius McCaleb, 
Ph.D., Editor. Introduction by Charles A. Beard, PhD. 
(New York: D. Apple ton and Company, for the Institute for 
Government Research, 1917.) 

The treatise on the budget, by Rene" Stourm, professor at L'Scole 
des Sciences Politiques, originally published in 1889, has been reprinted 
and revised a number of times, and still holds the field as the standard 
and authoritative work on this subject in French. Its translation into 
English makes it more available; and to have this done under Ameri- 
can auspices is especially appropriate, in view of the attention now 
being given to budget methods in this country. 

Little need be said about the merits of an original work of such 
established reputation. The present publication is the combined work 
of several persons. In his foreword, the editor states that he has 
modified extensively the manuscript of the translator; and that "there 
are a number of bracketed addenda and footnotes, which, with a few 
exceptions, were supplied by Dr. F. A. Cleveland, under whose gen- 
eral direction the translation was undertaken, who, also, took occasion 
on nearly every page to leave the marks of his excellent judgment." 
In view of this statement, it is at least confusing to find the bracketed 
footnotes ascribed, in the notes, to "The Editor." These footnotes, 
as well as the other bracketed additions in the headings and text, 
are in the nature of explanations or criticisms of statements by the 
author; and it would have made clearer the distinction between the 
author's statements and the views of the editors if the latter had all 
been made in the form of bracketed footnotes. These comments for 
the most part serve to emphasize Mr. Cleveland's well-known opinions 
on budget questions, which in several respects are at variance with 
those of Professor Stourm. 

Other liberties have been taken, by revising the chapter synopses 
and introducing marginal sideheads, so as to make the style of the 
book conform to that of the series of Studies in Public Administration, 
being issued by the Institute for Government Research. 

J. A. F. 



